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Hope in Yahweh:
Exegetical Study on Isaiah 40:27-31
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Abstract

The hypothesis on Deutero-Isaiah, known as an anonymous author
who is assumed to have lived in the period of Babylon Exile, is
challenged by recent studies. Aaccording to the theory, the whole book of
Isaiah should be recorded by an author who lived in the period of pre-
Exile on the grounds that the book forms a unity in synchronical and
diachronical perspective and the linguistic evidence such as the distinction
between scriptio plena and scriptio defectiva. As a result, there
disappeared an apparent reason to deny that Isaiah wrote this whole book
even though a clear-cut record that he did it is not found in the book.

The historical background that Cyrus expanded his power by
conquering Mesopotamian countries one by one, must have made the
Israelites in Babyon more unstable. In this hopeless situation, the
message of this text has a special meaning for them.

This text forms a climax as the last part of five sections (12-17; 18-
20; 21-24; 25-26; 27-31). Each one consists of rhetorical questions,
grounds and conclusions. Such rhetorical style might have been helpful
for hearers to understand the message. The text relatively has a fine form
with parallelism and chiasmus though it seems not to be a sophisticatedly
intended structure.

 Israelite complaint at Yahweh describes that Israel lost true
knowledge of God and that their faith was shaking because the grievance
was not justifiable. Israelite ignorance about Yahweh and his attribute

such as his eternity, omnipotence, omniscience and faithfulness caused the
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people to become frustrated. Yahweh revealed himself as a creator of the
heavens and the earth. Especially, the motive of creation theologically
plays a cardinal role in the lives of the Israelites in Babylon. Isaiah’s
proclamation of message introducing Yahweh as the creator must be a
great challenge to the pagan circumstances: Marduk, the highest god of
Babylonian pantheon is not the creator but rather Yahweh is. The only
way that the captive can overcome their facing despair is to possess faith
in acknowledgement of Yahweh as creator.

The faith in God’s creation as primary Christian doctrine functions
as an instrument with which they can overwhelm distress in any situation.
As a result, those who hope in such a creator will renew their strength and
will soar on wings like eagles. Thus, Christian hope is in the name of

Yahweh who created the heavens and the earth.
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1. R.N. Whybray, The Second Isaiah, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995, p. 2.
EJ. Young, An Introduction to the Old Testament, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1989,
p:204. -
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9. Edwin R. Thiele, A Chronology of the Hebrew Kings, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan,
1981, p. 75.

ol E uizt= &t 43

) W% Afolo] $auo] 1228 St Il ok o) 2zkd Al
o] up el o) ze] Falofule] AL ISHANT SRR AU
0% o]uhe] $dulst BAE 7HEE A0 oME ool 4] 1
AT 1B TeE B v)do4e) T50] Betd 452 A Rolth
2% §UIBE oPilel BANE B71He 2 el slmsla F43T
(56:7; ofl 4116). 71814 YL Alee] A3zdol hsr] ZATkA 1374). 1%
Ak e Ako] st s, o] EHOEA 1 ATl Therd] AREEE 8
T HEE Aotk IEE usle] Bap7h 993] MRk b= BAT
e 7 o] e GAs] E3iT 15 & A 1% &9
A o]z o] st op 7N 3] GAE FAIAIH AT R ANE X

2 57 A ek o #-E A7 F gl dReldn L etk ubd
2 upgol Al 20 FEALYE Qlste] A 727 M2 WL 33
o} o] @7E0] FEshe 7R o] ATkl 7|Hhe el W02 o]
HEE 7| Fe] 1S Aelthy WS 919} gl o) kst
T EFH] Btk Aol AHT e AT Fhbel Sl FelA of Al
S 98 shbeAA F41 ojtore] ARl B9t ¢ 29 AAASTE &

ofslluro] Aol 4l AlojAl e, WS TheHlA St EolAlZhs Aot

[R=1o e

27-3170] Bhute] SHE 9= HEf ohfd o BEo] ojAtok 40%
o Tk B3t FxA o ¥ devhel Wi 4 v ==
o} A. SchoorE 12268 F-8& 437} Aoehs AN d¥d ud 7=

10. Ibid., pp. 37f.
11. Cf. J. Bright, A History of Israel, London: SCM Press, 1991, pp. 347-377.



Z AN T Wattse 103189 722 810 2 S| Aggck A
(10-11), B(12-14), C(15), D6-17), F412(18-20), D' (21-22), C (23-24), B (25-
27),K (2831). o] TEE tfers) JashA| gk BES A4 3] R F27]
U 2 %A G AR ok 2AR820)3E AL 2378 PR
L& R0 U IHTAL B S 918 Aotk UubH0 2 A} 401123182
TS BlLte] D918 o £ glrfa B}, o] REL oJBE O 2 Xzksle o)
AN Edo g ATk 12-17; 18-20; 21-24; 25-26; 27-31. wp] ek Thgke
el vl Bt ) $AMEQ] 7PES & Bk ole) i) w2Aolt) o
FAPEL B AFE0] HXAIZ BHE) oslsle s B 7 vieke A}
A AR DA, AR E TAR HYA F2E o]23 gk E3] of ‘:7%%
7R AS vEEE uixe =L olnE 6% % Bt R oA B
(27-31)2 123189 A& o] B0 & S Qok A o) 2R ghde] gﬂ
g Fd, 22T AT FHAS Gate] FEAAS AFH= Hlg)
A 28 923 A3 A7) gAdA A 38 FAE L2 shud
<7470 9
- 278 AoiArge] sl veh =t oF Tebx (18, 21, 25, 263)
S 2914 B2 28 AL o] Be|HE FA7} 2913 v Mit}( "3
pig “WaRE). Schoors 9 Graffy = 2915 EA}e] W3} 2447} 1 gk B
& QA vl S ey 2E BEake] Wels uled ‘iLW
o 23] o5& HEE A FHH oA Pk EUYXTE BRIl
AE G T oFF 3 o)aBld o APH Y A FoF WF L F
7] 84X BWg $98 a3l oA 2ATHALS, 14; 43:1, 22; 44:1, 21;
4812), :RM 27742 e SYE Fy %wa-é} =40] & Bt oz}
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13. John D.W. Watts, Isaiah 34-66, World Biblical Commentary, Waco, Texas: Word Boods,
1987, pp. 88-89.
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